In memoriam


Paul Marlor Sweezy





With the death of Paul Sweezy in February, a major figure, one could almost say a father figure, has been lost to the radical left. Born in 1910, Sweezy studied at Harvard and the LSE, co-founding the Review of Economic Studies in 1933. In the ensuing seven decades Sweezy made major contributions to our understanding of modern capitalism and imperialism and in updating Marxism to modern times. 


The “dean of radical economists” as he was called by his enemies [1] Sweezy had undoubtedly a major role in increasing our understanding of the interconnected and uneven development of capitalism; extending our understanding of modern day imperialism as an integral phenomenon of capitalism; and shedding light on the process of the global domination of monopoly capital. He was instrumental in contemporising Marxism, offering a coherent and earthy perspective of it and above all safeguarding Marxism as an interconnected explanatory framework for the world today. He thus provided a valuable theoretical tool for all those who have stood up to the global capitalist empire.


As a political activist Sweezy, and his colleagues in the Monthly Review, for over half a century emphasised theoretically and practically the vital links between the struggle for socialism with a programme for democracy. If yesterday this was useful in the critique of the “actually existing socialism”, it remains equally, indeed more critically, important when democracy is used as an excuse to turn away from socialism. In an age, where according to Mészáros the temptation to surrender to the powers of destruction is so dominant, he refused to lay down the flag of socialism. Working in the heart of the global capitalist system, he never lost his belief that humankind is capable of creating a truly egalitarian social order. For well over half a century he both fought and taught in this struggle. 


Here was a rare intellectual, who in a world where “intellectuals have become tame dogs” who justify the existing social order as the epitome of wisdom, and dreamlessness as the embodiment of astuteness, Sweezy, as his old colleague and friend Paul Baran commented, remained the symbol and the expression of the courage and the commitment of an intellectual. His stand against McCarthyism, places Paul Sweezy as a unyielding and courageous figure in the heart of history. His selfless support for the democratic struggles in, amongst much else, the Middle East, makes him the intellectual father of this Journal. Again in the words of his enemies – in this case Business Week magazine – Huberman and Sweezy’s vision in the Monthly Review espoused “ a brand of socialism that is thorough-going and tough minded, drastic enough to provide a sharp break with the past that many leftwingers in the underdeveloped countries see as essential… At the same time they maintain a sturdy independence of both Moscow and Peking… Their analysis of the troubles of capitalism is just plausible enough to be disturbing” [1]. Disturbing indeed! 


The editors send their condolences to his family, friends and all those who took inspiration from Sweezy and his associates.


Editors
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